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Men speak of the ,~intin~s of the Greek-Spanish
artist known as El Greco I and how his hea V3
strokep tell you ~hat what you are looking at
~ one of El Greco's paintings, in whatever
~~llery you may see it.

So Peter is al~~ P~tar--whether in
a state of rat~e-or a s~ of gra~e.
whether before or ~fjar he became a follower~-. .of Christ,
whetherjduring th§._..d.a.¥s of hi-sdiseipleship
or ~~ of the f'ounding of the Church.
whether pulling in nets ~~~ of Galilee
~ with Christ i~,,~,hedes~rt p]ace
when he asked tne disciples who he was
or listehing to Christ ~alk with Moses and
,Elijahon the Mount of Transfiguration,
or sitting with Christ at the last supper,
or even in his dreams.
You can't miss him or mistake him for any other.
"V .uc;>."V"J. VVHC:::J.C::: ,yUlA. jJU\, r e ve r' uown ,

~ will always speak and act like Peter.
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./ ,R-. PETER'S BIOGRAPHY
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Peter was probably between 30 and 40 years old
when he bee~me a follower of Jesus.
st. John gives us a graphic and detailed

( ecord of this.
It was on this occasion that Jesus gave Peter
the name C,~, a Syriac word which is the
same as the Greek ~trQs and signifying
a stone or LQQk... John 1:35-42.
This was not to denote what character he nad
then, but ~t our Lord perceived he ~
G..§.l@J;2l e .Qi 1?ecoming •
It was a prophecy of his future.

Although Peter became the first among the
12 Apostles, he developed a naturalt tendency
to 'aRshness and forwardness which
bordered upon presumption.1ilheneverhetY.itll\.eSS'edhis faith and devotion,
he displayed at the time, or immediatelyafterw::ll""!:I m,... .•..•o 4-l..~::: '_:=':.~: .::.~.:.:....~,,;.uc;.Y .i.ri

( ~piritual discernment and consistency.
/ At the last suppez- he made repeated JI:ldIJ~~-

-',-, - of Q.~kV~,~ . fidelity, which were so
soo~ to be falsified by his miserable fall.'-- Buf Peter ~ -tJi6\fgrChumblecf,was not- cru-shed -
by his fall. j~e. IearneJ.. -h-o'r"'- h( S t?l i',s+tIt.k~.s~

In John 21 we have the account of a full
re-instatement into the place of an apostle.

In the Book of Acts, beginning with
the selection of a successor to Judas and
the manifestation of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, Peter stands out as the
recognized leader of the Apostles.
He became what his name Signified, a rock--
and his boldness in the face of persecution
formed a sharp contrast with his previous
timidity.

( He performed the first Christian miracle.
~nd conducted the defence when the Christian
leaders were brought befo~e the Sanhedrin.
When the gospel was first preached beyond the
local precincts of Judea, he and John were atonce sent by the apostles to confirm the
converts at Samaria.



Perhaps the ~Gst outatanding event after the
day of Pentecost was the baptism of Cornelius,
by Peter.

(Another significant event was the establish-
nt of the Church at Antioch, largely Gentile

J.nmembership, in which Peter no doubt had a
large part.

He was imprisoned and miraculously delivered
from prison.

He was probably employed for the most part
in building up and completing the organJ.sa-
tion of Christian communities in Palestine
and the adjoining districts.
He traveled about preaching the gospel,
accompanied by his wife (I Cor 9:5).

The only written documents which Peter has
left us are the First Epistle--about which
no doubt has ever been entertained in the
Church--and the Second Epistle, which has
,...,"'""" '" 011""';0,...+ I"\f' ('\l"\n+Y'/"HTAY'qU f'Y'f)m +h""

( ~rly centuries of this era.
However, Mark wrote his Gospel under the

teaching of Peter.

~ PETER'S SWORD. "TRl.en,Simon Peter having a
sword, drew ~it,and smote the high priest's
servant, and cut off his right earl"

Peter learned that there is a time when it
is too late to draw a sword. And there is
a time when it is too late to offer apologies,
or too late to frame words of sympathy,
too late to bring flowers,
too late to shed tears,
too late to whisper words of endearment.
Who of us wants tears or dears or flowers
::tfterwe are deadi?

( 'ho wants folks to draw swords for us--
after awhile?

******



p, 1.) ~ PErrERIIIS DENIALr f th t . ..One 0 e mos dramat~c scenes ~n l~terature
is that sketch of George Eliot's in ~omola
where the selfish and attractive young Greek,
~ito ~a, confronted at the banquet
uy his foster father, ,~8:1Eia:seare--
who had toiaed and sacrificed for him and
when they parted had given him the jewels
with which to purchase his freedom
from the pirates who held him a slave--
coldly sl!d that he had never seen the man
before, that he must be some poor lunatic.

That was a great scene.
But'what can compare. with the-.§~ ~n
.jeSUs and Peter met {ace to .face?
.A:IUhe ange1s~ wnohad been watching turned
away their faces in sorrow
when they heard Peter swear that
he had never known Christ.
If we could have put our minds into the

.mane 01· cnri.s t , pernaps nm,s ~s wnat

( ~e would have heard him saying to himself:
"Peter says he never knew met
Me, who called him that day by the Sea

of Galilee;
me, who told him he would become a rock;
me, whom, he confessed as the Son of God;
me)whom he said he would never permit

to wash his feet,
me, whom, he said he would follow to prison

and to deathl"

(



r, Pr· 1-f' THE LOOK
The Saviour looked on Peter. Ay, no word,
No gesture of reproach; the Heavens serene

(I-J.oughheavy with armed justice, did not lean
!eir thunders that way: the forsaken Lord

Looked only, on the traitor. None record
What that look was, none guess; for those

who have seen
Wronged lovers loving through a death-pang keen,
Or pale-cheeked martyrs smiling to a sword.
Have missed Jehovah at the judgment-call.
And Peter, from the height of blasphem~--
"1 never knew this man"--did quail and fall
As knowing straight THAT GOD; and turned free
And went out speechless from the face of all.
And filled the silence. weeping bitterly.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, 1806-1861

(
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r,R,L-ft Jesus lleoked, and Peter Wept
I't. r9~ Sfa.,-

A little lad was watching ~e
~ among the flock of chickens.
Suddenly the rooster flapped his wings
~nd let forth a lusty crow.

The little lad called excitedly,
"Mother, Mother, the rooster spanked hisself
and cried."

There are some thjngs about us humans that
ought to cause £§. to spank ourselves--and r;x:.y.
We ~t ngt to punish ourselves when it
is not appropriate or necessary to do so.~ .But when we ~e m~y ~u1lty before God,
man, and our own conscience, it i§ appropriate
to intJ~~t some kind of self-punlsnment and
to weepAover our sins. It is +-igQtto fee}guilty when we are guilty and irresponsible • .:t-
Whether there is much spanking or not these
days, there is much crying.

~~, ~----- .! _. _ ••.•••••.=---- - , ~..-~c.. oc;;c..yo. VJJ.C v.L;Y

( )f anguish which, like a pebble thrown over
a precipice, reveals the depths of despair."

~l "1here are cries which are like
"the cry as wild as any coming of madness."

S:t4:H \G.6 feel a kindred experience with
those who say:
"My 't)eartis crying like a tired child,
Fpr one fond look, one gentle, loving word."

The gentle loving look which Jesus gave
Peter needed no words to convey its message
of pai~ and love and understanding.

That is why Peter went out and wept bitterly.
---_ "'- - --..fi_._ ....•fi.~..•....~. ,__
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JY-' ;3.1. WAITING FOR LUCK
Some people wait for luck to come along and

change them into tthe sort of person they
~nuld like to become.
( 's.D.Q.i.by~, but by pluc~ that great
changes come to character.

I deny that there is any such thing as luck.
I remember hearing about the man who saw a

horseshoe in the road and picked it up and,
as he did so, was hit by a car that tumbled
him with fourteen broken bones into a field
of four-leaf cloversl

I like to think that no circumstances and
obstaclea are stronger than I.
I like to affirm that in any environment
and in the face of any obstacles,
I can make them my servants--not my masters.

~- --=?"~- *-*-* * * * * * *--*- ** ,---

)( \ .THE MELTING OF A HARD HEART
It takes a long time for some cold hearts

to melt.
I understand that some icebergs have been
known to take as long as 200 years to melt.
And, judging from the warmth some humans
powsess as to spiritual realities,
they will still be icebergs if the live
to be 200!

(



Peter, Peter, save your skin,
Them}1 futile, weep your shame.

No one will notice. After all,
We have done the same.

Ada Jackson, contemporary American.

~. 53, * * * * * * * *
,;/one day there came along that silent shore.

While I my net was casting in the sea,
U~ who fiP-oka_as.neverJQgn b~:f'QIe.
I followed Him; new life began in me.~~e~was-tfie-QQat,

But His the voice,
And His the call,
Yet min~ the' choice.

Aht 'twas a fearful night out on~he lake,And all. my: ski.ll~av~.iJ.~_d.no=r:-at the--fle.rffi,
rri 11 Hi m ~!=:1 PAn T wa.k nd _ erving. "T'ake

(-'19~-.-tl'lefl~_~,l!!--le,?t_..Yt.~:t~.r:Qyer.whelIDJ"
And ,Hjs the ~~t,
And His the sea,

And His the peace
o •er all and me.

--George Macdonald, 1824-1905
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