
SPECIALPRAYER;,

IET, USPRAY:
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ, taught us to pray,

and promised that what we ask in his namewill be giver
us: so guide us by thy, Holy Spirit, that our prayers may
serve ~hYwi,]'l and showthy' steadfast love.

,Wepray now 0 lord, for unity and harmonyamong
the citi,zens of our. land "fhich is now so torn by strife,
hatred; looting, burning, shooting, and violation both
'of the laws of the land· and.of t he rights· of the people.
Forgive us, ,0 {Ierc£'ifulFather,. ·'for:our rpersonal and
national sins. '~I .~J J .." .

.Ive rememberin tender respect and mourn in .sdrc er-e
sympathy:.the t:ragic death of thy servant ':Martin 'Luther
Kil1g, Jr. Our hearts are saddened that t be 'lilighty voice'
that preached thy gospel is nowsilenced by an assasin's
bulalet., Bless, we praythe,e his bereaved Widowand' other
( love~ 'one~, and .he.Lpthem top-ract-ice the christian',

faith and virtues of the .Savior who,called Dn, King'
into his service. ,Weremember, too, Q lord, ·the scores
of qthers whohave likewise died viole.ntly -because of
the, divisiveness which has split our beloved country.
Manyof them are riot so well knownpublicly as Dr. King,
but they are missed just as dearly by their loved one.s, .
and the,y are fellow vict~s of violence and bloodshed
and lawlessness - someof them innocent bystanders,
or peaceful demonstrators, or policemen or firemen merely
trying to do their duty. Whatever the cir-cunst.ances,
we commit them all to thy tender love and pray for their
broken hearted loved ones.

MightyGod, Lord of the nations; direct all those
who govern us; thy servant~don B. Johnson,)President

(
of the United States, all who serve with h:imin the

executive department of the federal government;
all congressmen, senators, and legislators; all judges in
every court of our land; all officials in all states and
those in every level of govenrment downto the lowest civil
servant. Bestowthy blessing, we beseech thee, upon all



who labor for peace, righteousness, unity, and
harmony amongour people, and restrain those whowould
fan the flames and add to our burdens rather than help
solve the problems and work constructively 'toward
peace and progress. ',' "'; ". i '

;,

0- God, give us grace to understand howour lives
depend upon the cour-age, the industry, the honesty, and
the integrity of our fellow men; that wemaybe mirrlful
of their needs, gratefUl;-ror 'their fidelity, and faithful
in our 'responsibilities to them. Teachus, 0 Lord; " "
to see ot.her+peop'les by the' Tight' of the faith we profess,
that we ma;y' 'check' in 'ourselves all ungenerous judgnents,
all presumptuous cLadns ,' that"being! ever ready·to' ,,' {
recognize the needs and rightful claims of other people,
we may do whatever in us lies to removeo~d hatreds and
rivalrre's,'and to, hasten ',newunderstandings, that each
maybrirrg his tribute of excellence to' the treasury of our
comnonhumanitY.i ' " • ' "

1 ,""

And;to(thi's'end~we-d6 here i and 'nowrededdcabe '
ouree lves 'to"~he' principl~s of"'ju'stic e', fr'ee'don,,
equality,,; brotherly'kindrie'ss, and social progres s for ,
all of 'our c'it"izens. ,Wewould indeed make'th1's 'more than
a superficial thfrig, but we 'do from our hearts r-ededfeabe
our live's to Christ our Iord and Master, for we knowthat
this 'is the way He taught and 'the way he would have us'
liv.e. In his holy namewe pray. "Auen. '

'.


