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1. vie are one in recognition of our noed for forgive-

A. HOST of us, but not ALL of us, are one in thi';:;
recogni tion of' need for forgiveness.
One way to tell wh3.t I mean by this is to ask the
qne8t; on, fI~'lhy a·,ne :you here in i,his' servl ce now?"

.Ln ~_ Christian community the Lord IS Suyper is
celebrated according to the usage of the Church of
Scot.Land , a sternly simple ritual since it follows
the classical Heformed tradition of Presbyterianism.
Th~ chalices are of modern glass, beautifully made,
and around the to!, of each is an inscription:
"Friend, wh?refore art thou come?"---five simpl,e,
soul-searching Hords.

~-ce-i -cj'- S-Q.;lt€·,0£ ,us.~e·~he·re--by·aoci~nt;
to, be ~est about it, ife didn't know it I'" r

(i.;i,.r-s.t-Sund?-y- of .AdvenY 0;9 Communion8upday.
11e just drowed in. Some are rathe1;:Bmbarrassed

because you wocls., never have come..i-1 you had known
that it was commu.;;~Q,pSunday• .,r/"''''

But, my friend, dQn't~e e''1barrassed.
Jesus understands your ~~ling.
And there is no neeq ..,iro,fr st>~y for the communion service
or to partake of ".t'he e.Lemenba if you don 't .-rant ~o~•..
BUJ-J mydeaE-.Cfff'istian friE'rnd, ',f you want to'&['a.~,-"~

d.{!)s~ and.-f'ee.I 1felcome. The table's the Lord's.
It i~,hot man's table. If you hear im inviting you,
.;i;.,l:l:a~~J~a-aud_'oe.-h1:-5.~tre - e :"'-~ ~ ~

j, . .·v· of us are here by habi t..
~~r!» 0' clock in the morning of the fi Y"Stday of the
week here 8=rr -BangkoJYall-lays sees us here worshipping.
So here He are. Is there anything '!treon, Hith this?

,.-N:,o;"chis is a sound practice. Jesus Hould understand
,.\ \and commend.:It if done in the right spirit.

He himsel:: habi tu..ally at.t.enc.ed ,-rorshi}) "as was his
custom" the scripture tells us (Lk. 1+:16) •

. Chtilichgoing is a good ha"'it. So, 1tl'elcome.



,-, And some of' us are here by conscious intention.
'l'he celebration of 4.dvent ano:~~.~ a.Lways ct
high momerrt.z' in public 140rship r or us~~ 1ft
As we listen to (the announcement of the -comnng of
Bmmanuek=andto)the uoz'd.s of the institution of the
Lord's Supper ana- recei.ve _the ,C"<ms:aem~, element-s,
we experience both purification and renewal.
~~l1a6't,..;.see-0~Loxd. • in -the HppeT".£to@m,and-i:.e&1 ...•.4.fiat
~'f9"..are""in-"hi8.:very~presence. He resolve to live :in
his spirit as we leave the Holy Table. So welcome, frienc
3...19~ of YJIHI are ~~ becauQe YOU have been jaY'red by

~Toeth2 ng :>,0'-10 didn't eXf)cet this pas L week.
Something has made you realize that you have been slack
in your religious life. You are here to acknowledge
your backsliding and to rededicate your life to God.
You are her-e to confess your sins, to receive God' s
forgiveness, and to renew your Christian commi.t.merrt ,
So welcome, friend, to this f'e.Ll.owshd.p of kindred minds.
Y. ~ of' you are 'h,sre for lJieTlrst -tilne. You ':feel"""'·
a little strange and wonder what the service, ..the-'
.-cb.a!y1a~ and the choir Hill be like,' ami vihe±:her or
not the congregation 'trill prove themselves friendly.
'de are all. members of the same Christian family, (
by whatever name i'l'eare called,
and what.ever church Vie have come from.
He now intentionally identify ourselves Idth this
congregation of the church of Christ.
By this act He make our .comnon confession before God
and in this cr-owd of wi tnesses, that we are His"
and .He is ours, and 'l'le are all brothers and sisters
in His family. 30, ~lcGme., friend,..to th~s'

--l'elJ,mrshl'Oof kindred min~.
\I[hat a tragedy it is when this ::eeling of warm

Christian f'al.Lowsht.p dO~E'~i exist among Christians of
all races. It is too bad that. black :parents have
'YTatchedtheir child.ren repel and join the black militants.
It is too bad w~ite 'Oarents hav~ watched their children1'5-.'" -D(" :;r..,(3,. (V,1:;;t;l~iYt:/,,2.L
rebel and join neAcounter-cUlture of revolutionaries.
And it is too bad those parents haven't knovrneach
other lfell enough to cry on each other' s shoulders.
liTeall have the same rpr ohl.ems, And the greatest
problem is that of a generation of youth who have not
been challen0ed with the dynamic of the Christian faith.



It I s too bad. when pre'7cq.~j~l?~.9.'0not f'ee.l, free to
1 ;1,')' 1 ~~<-.(. rrC.lt .,preacn on cpo }"=bl~~-s.GCJ..a.L- J.;;'-..~ l,:;sues

that have Christian ethical aspects. -
Our 'peopl.e must be led to know that it is not
justice when a gian-:.:,corporation makes illegal

( campaign contribut1~s ~r ~~fish. ~~~oses --
and gets away wi,th lf~ol.Apays_ -~'h'ty~asmall fine

that they can easily afford, yet a poor man found
stealing fruit to faea his family will probably
face a jail sentence.

The chlITch must proclaim the messaGe that you
cannot neglect man's a:i1fulpredicament in this world,
and thaT you can 't preach a gospel of JJQ.§rty ''Iithout
attacking the things that enslave men in this worLd,~ -- _ ....
jesus Christ is interested in the whcle life of mana
Sha.lLow ministry oroduces sha.Ll.ow Christians and.
shallmr ;hurche~. ~ Preacherettes with serl1':;;nettes
prod~~e 'Christlane.tt:es!'- .
r1inisters "lfho compromise the gospel of Christ, to
human culture, vho ignore injustices, ana. xho
are anxious to fill empty pews and. get results a;t
any nri~ are resnonsi-ble for this sha.lLowness ,( ~~ -'

;'le need to understand that it takes more than
sophi std cat.ed e~uipIilent, tools, and programs. to

reach and. Hin the Horla. for Christ.
Youtcant 'Jring in the kingdom Hith a computer ne,iWCf'1{
and fifty jUnior execut.Lve s=Ln a church headquar-tez-s ,
"It is n;t 'by I!1bght, nor 'by :Q.9Jrer,but by my 3nim t

says the Lord."
Unless we have learned this lesson -"ie cannot be one

in .our sense of need for forsi veness by God's grace.

II. ]jot only ar e He one in this Fe'lLovsha.p of Kindred
Einds when 1'Ie recognize our. need for forgiveness,
BOt. vie are one incieed when.J:l!?~,:.ce~ i[1 :'lEMOH',(.

The Lord's Supper is a constant illustration of
what the sacred memory of a great sacrif'icial loxe
can accomnlish in transformin;~ lives.

( .... A. Can-you really dis~ern the LO~d's ~j)odyin th~
broken breadr Paul wr01:.e"For he t.hat, eats and

d.rinks unworthily, eats and. drinks condemnation
to himself, not discerning the Lord I s body."

"



To di scern the Lord' s body means to di stingui soh
bet.ween the normal eating of mer.ely ordinary bread
for physical nourishment, on the one hand , and
Ji.r. 1,.-.,"""T~ +hC'.("C~r"';""'; +_,,~1 -t.Ylt":'!.; .. ""!'h+ I"'\+"_'-'~_~':..~ ..~PO';:) I~ ...•c;v 0 0_ ••0 OJ.:;i .,-~ •••••••.•...•••••••=L ••O••••••5~:t~-~~~',.;. .•••••••

'IlSJ!l9 b?.?oad. 1n¢ seeing by fai th the broken body of
our Lord· and Savior, and partaking by 'faith for
your spiritual nourishment and grace.

For' sone-o-such as young children Hho have not come
to the pl1.ce 1'1here a mearu.ngf'ul, pez-sonaI faith and
undez st.and.i ng have melted into ge,nuine co~itment,
the table could only be an odd , unmeanine; observance.

For sene Hhe have only all "hisco:t'icai" or "lnte11ectual
fai th '- an outward acceptance of the 'hlsto:.:'ica1 facts
about Jesus,,:,,-thL, Lorcl' s Table could on occasions be
only like a national liemorial Day casually observed.

For some who approach Christ in unbeLj.ef -and dis-
trust, the Comnurnon Ellements could onl.y be an act
of conscious and deliberate irreverence.

:But >Thentrue Christian believers meet around this
table they find ~hat QJp;:J~t&:fers ~.@t...q,~~",,~ the
'Qenefi t..s of hi sueath and r~'§WJ.Gct..i.Qn.,-.but-,~,€,wAtl eo
~y....an~whiQ.h he sufLe:red, ~.die9., rose, and a.scended
to the right hand of his Father.
Back into the presence of his Father, he took that
glo~iously Tes~~rected body.
'Chi 5 j", +J)t',,, hooy of' hj"" px:c'3ent LQ;co.s;h5p over'i;hCl-
Churoh and oyer~.~ltE-i£g~ '
And t.hiz-;i s the.J~C.y':", Jwe ar-e to.QJ. scarn at the <Lord's"
~rable, as lie remember his brokenness and. :g~e for us.
'I'hi s is an~ important e'l-ement. of the tie that binds

r1!~hearts together in~v e f'e'l Lowsh.i.p of kindred minds~~
~ ".G - -"lo ••..•• ~. ".-.<l .' -_. , .~ . .'- " ...•.••..~ ..••..•""'V/'",-~~ ..",';·~~~~~~,,.,,,'tjJ'i,,· .,'" ''l.'ttJ!S:':'''.(!i!:fi§u,~t~..•,.,,,,,.ynr~ ·

n~~"~Tti?"!?- to. al~ th-;se"thiilgs, A~i:th~~Lord.ls --:~-
'::2.b18~re ~ J..~, . /"

But .per~me of you .vi~~, "but ~a;j;.f.b, how
can you say this ~l:;h't.:.~ ..4re so many different'
Oh::i::;tian churches anc.~ominat,ions ":rUh such different
fai t.hs?" hy ~~.nSSv.v.ll?e,M, ''How'-J~:nypoints of faith do
these g:coups~gr8e about, and>fl..Q.l~nany points ,
do they ag ~ about'?" If you examine---.·~ total
content their faith, you vli11 di scover ''t-Ra.:t 95%
of. p.rof'e searig ' Christians agree bas:lca11y al~:l 95Jo
. all their theological doctrines. (])! "'-',

~-te.iVo..c.,. 8_C". s-e, fete. No/,.I j, IS"-::~S~,.e ~ r~l'oe', wi Ltc·f-j:"e<l1i.nr o •••t- I



There are many thinGs He believe or accept by fai tb. . it... I Iv,m.ch vJe cannot EQY.2. In t.he same sense that we can
prove scientifically other things.
Haw do 111e kn...Qlf that God Has in Christ at Bethlehem?
~re don I t know in the same sense that •.re kno» our name

( and age and addr-ess and a fel{ other certainties in
the l.•hole mystery of creati.on.

But hTebet our lives on the truth that is the Christian
revelation and faith.
\{e know the al ternati ves, and if we have, to take the
choice beh/een faith and ,despair, He. choose .pai t.h ,
it may come down to a gamble, a wager that Goci is as

r< -.- .••. -----the S\..<riptures teach that he is.
As Pascal argued, it is 1-1is,,,,1:'to "Hager that He ~
For, if I Nager t.hat He isn't and it tuz-ns out that
He ~, then I have lo_st "everyj,hing.
If I 1trager that He is and. it turns out that he isn't,
then I have Wt notl"li£lg. -. -
But if I 'Hager that He 1..!? ami it turns out that He i~

_ .. t.{l~n_-Ihav~. gaineJ~eI~thi~..! a;>..... . ..- ....J1lo~'H- ~~. ----:±---' -- --- --.-- .----""":;"
IV vn ~ \tun 0../ j5;;=-=;ff1:£-ntt~!!!;Y ~

( .~ U;'Lu:n'9fBliilJll5!.J;~...:!... -He-c;~.e the"iact /J
t.l t - ~. - --''''-:-"01 t~-· '" H % not:.t? CL ..Da ~.~ i~e Jl1 ~xp~ o.n£'.-tC;t';l1::l.=o:p.e,..., ~ -I ~ ~ '.,.-=- a .. .- -. - LO« I

~

A. ~_y,~B,t.~:ffi,ind:s--liS--t-iYctt;--fJ~ist-:hs:.!:.e§£. CL>m JIl a \
--.:ih.en...C.~i-&i:nlJ3.--s--.e-~S·;--lfe~aEe....:.c-ert'ifld-edthat Ghri--::t·-if \
rzrr7li) - ..,. j:~--~~.!
Ln the ITie~mtimewe Nai t upon the coming of the Lord, !

\even thoug~He kno« that in fact he has a.Lready COI!l6.

}
'Just as du:ci'ng Lent Vie anticipate His resurrection,
even though He'. knov that He is al::::eady alive. I

) Iris the season du.ring the church calendar when we \,
, observe all the matn events in the life of Ch.r:ist and I

chis church.

)
' This is a ti~~ ~f~xpectati~n.

~iJhat d.o we expect Oi~OL~Ei.el:\[es?-

(

'\~hat d o vie exoect, of otherp?
VIhat cia He expect. of G;d?

r: The Psalmist-'- said', ttllY-'~"(ul, VTait thou only upon God; ,
1\ for my f..:lillecJ~tiQ!l is fro~,him"( 62: 5).

i Harely do our soul.s throo",,[i th a great spiritual
\ expectancy •.Then vie approach the-,li vine God.I And unl.ess He expect from God those gr eat sp.ir i t.ua.L
! benefits He ciesire of God, and Nbich~,He vant s to give,
".. Fe cannot bless us "f~ith them, for our 'If·try lack of

expectancy betrays a lack of faith.

\-~ do you _~x:pecJ?
C s eJ.f iN-t 6(. tf ll.,

,'"



~

~And. the Communion' service tells us th~,...christ ~)
Irill fJ::ns,.lJ."l....?0mein tyi umph, ' .--" ..
',1Te aze to obserV'e--:tl-r.!:.~.ordin_.3.;t1.c.e-1li1iilhe comes aga.i.n,
Are you li'iing in 'co~l~!;-:-:e~J?ectancy of his COming,!-
\pocsi bly at, ar:x.~;t-i-nlE3,and prayirr'hg~c,Q1?:tinuously,'
'''lDven SO~t, •..-G.{J11ieJ Lord Jesus?" ..-... ••".. (( )
)A~~.::§~2:~E.d'?.J~~~~ H~~_2r~_ ..~E~.JE)1?fLJQ;C,~::tb~,..iJJ:~\"·J.. e~ , .~~

(J:"F1)..rth~mo.J;e" In t.hi s Fe Ll.ovshap of Kindred Hihds '\
Abbht.., th.e Lord' s Table. lie are,.Q!l.e in. His Service:

;30metimes' ,in ,00-:":"- ad.vorrb ~'eeS we are so~6nce:rned
to use the. brighT, nev canolIes ths.t have never' been litIbefore. Butar: unlit candle is like somevpecp.Le ,today

!who have nevezvLe't +.vhe. ir l\ght shine £01' J esus in
\the darkness of thi S "Torld.. .

j On the .ot.her hand, ca'ndlos t.ha't have been burned .con-
,siderably ate like people uho have burned out to give
flight to others -- being consumed that they might bless.

~

giVinfJ themselves in utter and unselfish aband onaent;
that others rrigh" find 'and knov and f'o.l Loj« the :paths
that lead from daVIsn-ess to daylight. <'"

!'l'o escape wit.h oyr lives is to lose our lives.
iTo De buf:ned ~ui in dOing the "iill of Almlght.y Gcd
lis"to ,shin~.,·o.t;-.f'cr ever-i--a.s the stars that never go
, t . 1 1" A, th t ,., . 1 •f as the ],gm:. a never Ial.LS, "

ias a JaIllp nhose oil never di mirri shes,
" asy{ sta.:cvrhich midnight cannot dim or hide.
(..".....~ ;

CONCLUSION:So, my d,@''''!" Christian .f'ri<;;A'l,s, lc.t U8~y

t.G-GUJ::'selJI9S' nmr th;;'.t 'T@ •••re go~.nz to li,;h-'; OU1~ G::.ndle - .
..;;;1ru], let it '••hine Eikl1'; bnrA .oo~-GA-t~ 11 Jesus CGiU@~:

'"The call UOH is tor the~.~h to ~th~ ~h
and for Christi a,p.s to ~~'th:cistia.Q.s.
Thus in the FelloHship of Kindred liTi~ds H8""Bhall

••..•• • • 1 ,. -.. ,', ~ -i - 1-/'Jt1$.:.:i{~. • t, iClnd a um,ty 'Chat r.aes us t ogether' L'V1ml!:,.;L-S~3::-a-fr £a:1"h,
f'ltl.Y.:.emory~3XIJeetaneYJ~B-, and servic e., ,

And out highest .:cei'l'arcl\·fill be to hear our Lo.rd say,
"Blessed are you, children of my-Father.
You have been faithful in a feN things;
11m" I ~-rill make you co-z'ul.er s and feli01,T heirs
Nith me over all things."

('
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THEFELLOWSHIPOF KINDRED MINDS
1 COY. 11: 23-26

Acts 2:1 (Part of the miracle of Pentecost), they
were "all of one accord," & vs. 42 "Theydevoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers."

INTRODUCTION
Sometimesgreat spiritual tl~ths are expressed

more clearly in the great hymnsof the church than
they could be stated otherwise. This is the case
with the following:

"Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in ctu~istian love;

The fellowship of kin~ed minds
is Iike to that above."

This marvelous christian fellowship of christian
minds makes us one in several ways:

I. Weare one in recognition of OUR NEEDFOR
FORGIVENESS.~~------
II. Not only are we one in this Fellowship of
Kin~ed Minds whenwe recognize our need of
forgiveness, but we are one indeed when
WE ARE ONE IN MEMORY.

I am speaking now of our memoryof the
sacrifice of our Lord and Savior for us on the
cross, which we remember in the Lord's Supper.
At the last Passover Supper with his 12 epost.Ies
Jesus said, "Dothis in remembranceof me."

The Lord's Supper is a constant illustration of
what the sacred memoryof a great sacrificial love
can accomplish in transforming lives.

A. Can you really discern significance of the
Lord's body in the broken bread?---...---
B. Can you really discern significance of the
Lord"s blood in the fruit of the vine?

1. To partake of the cup in faith means to try
to understand the symbolism involved in this cup and
the Blood of Christ, which is the thing symbolized
in the contents of the cup.

2. The crristian believer needs to keep in
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mind some basic truths about the Lord's Supper, as
we believe it.

a. 111e bread does not miraculously and
actually BECOME the body of C1Jl:'ist..when we
celebrate the Lord's Supper.
It SYMBOLIZES the broken body of Q1rist.

b. 111e grape juice does not actually
BECOME the blood of Christ, whi Ie only APPEARING TO
P£ grape juice or wine, when we celebrate the Lord's
Supper. It remains grape juice ..but it SYMEOLlZES
the blood of Christ.
This is why we prefer not to say some!lturgical
formula such as "The body of Christ" and "The blood
of Christ" when the bread and cup are served.
Tney ARE NOT the body and blood; they merely
REPRESENT the body and blood of Christ.

c. Neither is the actual substantial
PRESENCE of Christ any more manifested along WITH
the Lord"s Supper any more than his spiritual
presence is with us all the time. He is not any
MORE PRESENT or PRESENT IN ANY SPECIAL AND DIFFERENT
WAY DURING 1HE LDRD' S SUPPER than he is present with
us in this worship service a few minutes before or
after the Lord's Supper.

d. Other Christians may believe in these
theories of Transubstantiation or Consubstantiation ..
but WE DO NOT BELIEVE in these particular doctrines
of the Lord's Supper.

e. Neither is there any special
sacramental grace in the Lord's Supper which is not
otherwise available to christians.
Other chr iet iane may believe this, but WE do not.
In some other churches they call this observance a
SACRAMENT. WE 00 NOT. WE CAI1..IT AN ORDINANCE,
which means something commanded by our Lord.
Other O1ristians in other churches like to have
people come forward to the altar to receive
Communi on. That usually goes along with a tendency
to consider the altar as a more sacred place than
the pews, and the belief that the communion is
a sacrament. Perhaps that is why, for them, it
seems more appropriate to have people come forward
to the altar and receive the bread and the cup
directly from the hands of the minister or priest.
It is OK for other christians to believe that if
they want to, if they think their doctrines can be
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justified by the New Testament scriptures,
but WE 00 Nor VIEW THE SCRIPTURES 1HAT WAY.
To us the pews where the believers sit are just as
sacred territory as the place where the cOIDlD.W1ion
table stands before the pulpit. If you partake of
the elements of the Lord's Supper reverently and
prayerfully as you sit in your chairs in the
congregation, you wi.ll get just as much blessing
from the service as you can by coming forwani to an
altar to receive the elements directly from the
minister who whispers some magic words to you.
Let us not be misled by sentimentality inttnese
things. There are sound doctrinal reasons why we do
some things in certain ways in our churches.

We must study our Bible carefully and
thoughtfully, and consistently relate practice in
our ordinances to doctrinal and theological meaning
and beliefs.

CONCLUSION
The call today is for the church to be the

church--as nearly as possible to conform to the
pattern outlined in the life and teaching of Christ
and of his apostles. Yet we are to be the church
speaking meaningfully to the people of our
generation in terms and concepts that they can
understand and relate to, without offending either
their intelligence or personal dignity.

And the call today is for the christian
believer to live IN this twentieth century world
without being A PART OF its evil nature, when it
comes to a way of thinking and a style of living.
In these respects we answer to no man but to our
Lord Jesus Christ. Only in this way can we be real
christians and find peace of mind and minister to
our fellow human beings 'on this planet.

Thus in this special FEI1.DWSHIP OF KINDRED
MINDS we shall find a unity that ties us together in
gracious forgiveness and in blessed memory.
And our highest reward. wi 11 be to hear our Lord say
"Blessed are you, children of my Father.
You have been faithful in a few things;
now I will make you co-rulers and fellow heirs with
me over all things."

If this is your commitment and decision, then
make it public and take your stand openly for Jesus
("hr; st. and come as we stand to sing.




