THE TELLOWSHIP OF KI“D.HD MINDS,
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B s *r%uL 44Gauvs&ava e§€ IKirydved muimdg
s /(i.:,,g ta that ebeve,” nesap
I. We are gge in reeognition of our_nggg for forgive-
A. HOST of us, but not ALL of us, are one in this

recognition of need for forgiveness.,
One way to tell whwt I nean oy this is to ask the
b —service now?"
In one, Chrlstlan community the Lord's Supper is
celebrated according to the usage of the Church of
Scotland, a sternly simple ritusl since 1t follows
the classical Reformed tradition of Presbyterianism,
The chalices are of modern glass, beautifully made,
and around the top of each is an inscriptions
"Friend, wherefore art thou come?"---five simple,
soul-searching words.

A@%Tmeﬁ-%®ofwa®ﬂwewawx ;
to bemﬁbqpst about it, we didn't know it w =

first Sumday of: Adven@)og)CO'munlon Supday.

We 3ust drobped in. Some are rather-embarrassed
because you would never have cone £ you had known
that it was conmunton Sunda aye .~
But, ﬂv?wﬁmxcMnﬁ'm<=WTﬁ ssed.

Jesus understands your fe*llna.

And there is no need %0 shay for the communion sarv1ce

or.to partake ofpthe elanﬁnbs if you don't want

Bm;’J my dear Grristian ;rlﬂnd,‘x\ you want to s{;

stay ang. fecl welcome., The table™Ns the Lord's,

It igshot man's table. If you hear im inviting you,

iggné ; dIpartake. and. be-hiesg vl

of us.are here by habit.

Qjﬁ @Q)O clock in the morning of the first day of the
week herefn Bangkoly alvays sees us here worshipping.

So here we are. Is there anyvthing wrong with this?
Mo; this is a sound practice. Jesus would understand

‘and commend it if done in the right spirit.
He himsel? habitually attended worship "as was his

custom”" the scrivture tells us (Lk. 4:16).
Chuitchgoing is a good habit. 3o, welcome,
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%, Ancd some of us are here by conscious intention,
The celebration of (dvent and)Sonmpm ~ always a
4

high moment® in public worshid Ior il

As we listen to (Ehe announcement-of-the coming of
Emmanuel-and-to)the words of the institution of the
Lord's Supper ané- recelwve -the econsversitss -elements,

we experience both purification and renewal. '(
Ha-alnesb--gee-our-Lord -in the Unper-Roomandwfesl~that
sWe-aroviahis.very.-presence, We resolve to live dn

his spirit as we leave the Holy Table. So welcome, frienc
3.Zong of yew are here Dbecauge you have been Jjarred by
somethine yvou didn't exseet—thisvastweeks

Something has mhde you realize that you have been slack
in your religious life. You are here to acknowledge
your backsliding and to rededicate your life to God.
You are here to confess your sins, to recelve God's
forgiveness, and to renew your Christian commitment,

So welcome, friend, to this fellowship of kindred minds,
Y. Some of you aresre for the first tige. You feel
a little strange and wonder what the service, .bhe-
-chaplainy and the choir will be like,:and whethér or
not the congregation will prove thenselves friendly.

de are all.members of the same Christian family, (
by whatever name we are called,

and whatever church we have come from.

We now intentionally identify ourselves with this
congregation of the church of Christ. »

By thiz act we make our .common confession before God
and in- this crowd of witnesses, that we are His,:

and He is ours, and we are all brothers and sisters

in His 'family. 5o, welcome, friend, Lo this,

4y

What a tragedy it is when this feeling of warn
Christian fellowship doesn't exist among Christians of
2ll races. It is too bad that black parents have
watched their children rebel and Jjoin the black militants.
It is too ?a@ Wpite gggegggﬁg%%§~ﬁggched thei? chi}dren
rebel and jJoin ﬁéacounter-c ture of revolutionaries.
And it is too bad those parents haven't known each
other well enough to cry on each other's shoulders. (
Yle all have the same nroblems, And the greatest
problem is that of a generation of you th who have not
been challenged with the dynamic of the Christian faith.




It's too had when oroacheL do not fesl free to
pweacn on~p@ﬁ£&e&lw@r~s@ELa fr'@&@@&ﬁﬁ&lugu
that have Christian ethical aspects.

Our ‘ijeog;le must be led to know that it is not
justice when a giant corboration nakes illegal
( campaign contribut or 22} } pugposes --
and gets away with --o APEYS Sh 2 “small fine
that they can easily af ord vet a boor man found
stealing fruit to feed his family will probably
face a jall sentence.
The church must proclaim the message that you

cannot neglect man's a®ful predicament in this world,
and that you can't preach a gospel of lvhe"ty w1uhout
attacking the things that pnslave men in -this world,
Jesus Christ is interested in the wt ol? 1life of mang
Shzllow ministry produces shallow Chris stians and
shwllov chuJ ches. PLeacharpttcs with sermonettes
produce Chrlﬁtlcnettes.
Inisters who compromise the gospel of Christ to
human culture, who ignore injustices, and who
are anxious to fill empty pews and get results at
any price are responsible for this shallowness.
( We need to understand that it takes more than
sophisticated eguipment, tools, and programs:to
reach and win the world for Christ.
Yourean't bring in the kingdom with a computer nedwory
and fifty Junior executives=in a church headguarters.,
"TLi%H -not by mlaht, nor by power, but by my Ipirii,
says the Lord, ™
Unless we have learned this lesson we cannot be one
in our sense of need for forgiveness by God's grace.

II. Not © are we onexin this Fellowship of Kindred
liinds when we recognize our.need for fogglvnne§s,
buk we are one indsed when Jig sre.Qns, in MENCOHRY,

The Lord's Supper is a constant illustration of
what the sacred _pemory of 2 great sacrificial love
can accomplish in transforming lives.

('f A. Can you really discern the Lord's body in tn@#

broken bread® Paul wrote "For he thet eats and
drinks unworthily, eats and drinks condemnation
to himself, not discerning the Lord's body."




Toudisesrn: the Lord's body means to distingulish
hetween the normzl eating of merely ordinary bread -
for physical nouriahment, on the one hanﬂ, and.

R " seeing by falth the bro-vn Dody of

our Loxd- and Bavior, and partaking by faith for '

your spiritual nourishment and grace, (
Forugome=~such as young children’ who have not come

to the place where a meaningful personzl faith and

understanding have melted into genuine cowpltment,

the table could only be an odd, unmeaning observance.
Porsseneswho—haveonkyran 'nisteorical* or "intellectual

faithv~- an outward acceptance of the historical facts

about Jesus=~this Lord's Table could on occaslions be

only like a national liemorial Day casually observed,

Forusomeswho approach Christ in unbelief sand dis-
trust, the Comnunion Elements could only be an act
of conscious and deliberate irreverence,

Butewhen true Christian believers meet around this
table they find that Christ TS ROv-sbipls Lhe
benefits ‘of ‘his death and re 1ﬂec“m,gn, mmkrthevwﬁﬁfk
Eggy.an;.hxon he gﬂ_*erea,.dgfa, rose, and ascended
to the right hand of his Father, (
Back into the presence of his Father, he took that
gloriously resurrected body.

Thig dg the hody of his presend Lordshis oversibhe

i

S . , '

And. th;g_;s the '%e are to discerh at the lord's:
Tablesas we remember his orobennbas.andfsae?xﬁzee for us.
This is ane®wer important element of the tie that binds
fypr hearts together in t e fellorshla of kKindred mind%ﬁw*

v 4 N - e g
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[ITxIn addition to all these things, Aogmt the Lord's
Table m\@e Que i Lo : '

But phrh;ﬁ»\scmm of you will- SQV,"buu ghiiﬁ? how
can you say hlu'wh\p tharg-dre so many different’

Chrigtian churchesy an}p&ﬁnomlnatxon with,such different

Ta1+n”?" My anawc;wfb, oW ny points of faith do

Fai®

these groups gree about, and~how many points (
do they_ agree aoout”" If vou ex&min;“%hﬂ totals

content.-of their faith, you will discover “that 95%
of aA4l professing’'Christlians agree basically aibﬂi‘QS@
all tnalr theolo~13i} doctr 1ne..QD
>Qjeu/o&( B¢ e fede, v g 8&«4 Sﬂéﬂnf oqiz,ne,
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There are many things we believe or accept by faith
which we cannot "prove" in the same sense that we can
prove scientificallv other things.
How, do we_know that uod was in Christ at Bethlehem?
We don't know in the me sense that we know our name

( and age and aﬁfress and a few other certainties in

the whole mystery of creatlion. '

But we bet our lives on the truth that is the Christian
revelation and faith,
We know the alternstives, and if we have to take the
choice between faith and despalr, we choose faith.
It may conme down to a gamble, a wager that God is as
the SUriptures teach {hat ne L5

Pascz, ; wrduvd it dis wlsvr to wager that He is,

ey if ger tnﬂ* He isn't and it turns out that

1 have lost eve*ytnﬂng.

gexr that de ig and it turns out that he isn't,
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\“luanhrleﬂa *B@ﬁﬁs, We-are- feﬁﬂﬁded thﬂt Gh i t Of
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vin the e we walt upon the coming of the Loxd, |

ieven th oub" know that in fact he has already come. |

|Just as during Lent we anticipate His resurrection,

| even though we, know that He is already alive. y

{ It is the season during the church calendar when we = .\
xf obgerve all the main pvents in the life of Christ and /[

2

\ <his church.
} This is a time 0¢ exnecta ion. What do you expect?
' What do we expﬂct or‘ou,qelves7 - Csayt ldlfﬁfﬂﬁwﬁ

/ What do we expect of ouher%.

i What do we expect of vo |
/,/ The Psalmist 'said, "My sau“, wait thou only upon God; |
1 for my oﬁn“ct"*ton is from him"(62:5).

i farely do our ~ souls throb: with a great spiritual

{  expectancy when we approach thé.living God.
And unless we expect from God thdse great spiritusl ,
benefits we desire of God, and which He wants to give,’
He cannot bless us with them, for our Yery lack of

‘\“Fﬂcctancv betrays a2 lack of faith,




S BeAnd the Communion' service tells us tnamwﬁh“1gt

slly come 1n trluﬂnh.
e to obgel
Are you living 3
possibly 3t anv """"" »1ﬂe, auﬂ nrayln = conulnuounlv,
"Even so, cems, Lord Jesus?" -

i

ﬁymﬁﬂmeLwﬂw lable we are

NSRRI

?%wafthﬁm noge, In this Fellowship of Kindred Minds \
| About, the Lord's Table, We are Qne in His Servicey 1
Sometines da-eus-advent-serviees We are s0.concerned
0 use the bright new candles Tnat have never been 1lit |
before. But an unlit candle is like some-people today |
iwho have never let their light shine for Jesys in
the darkness of this world.
On the .other hand, candles that -have been burnedicon- ‘
; people who have burned out to give |
L. to others -- being consumed that they might bless, ;
V1Q? thenselves in uitter and wunselfish abandonmen
that others mighv find-and know and follow the paths
‘\Jwt lead from d. rknéss to daylights
iTo, escape with our lives is to lose our lives.
To Be burned out in doing the will of Almighty God *(
5. t0 shink on forever--as the stars that never go out
'the light that never fails, N AR,
5 a ldmp whose oil never diminishes, ; i
5’as/a"®tar which midnight cannot dim or hide.
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The call now is for thga{"” h to e the ghurch

and for Christlaps to L&A hristi%gu.

Thus in the Fellowship of Findrea inds we ~na11
¢&41

dLlnd a unity that ties us to&etnor Th,Christian fal Lthy

SNOLY —»%eee%nﬁefT—%e%e, and. exv1c

And out highest reward will be to hVWr our Lo:x
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Lessed are you, children of my Fa
You have been faithful in a few things
now I will make jou ”o—rulcrs and %vllOW heirs

with me over all things."
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THE FELILOWSHIP OF KINDRED MINDS
1 Cor. 11:23-26
Acts 2:1 (Part of the miracle of Pentecost), they
were "all of one accord," & vs. 42 "They devoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers."

INTRODUCTION
Sometimes great spiritual truths are expressed
more clearly in the great hymns of the church than
they could be stated otherwise. Thig is the case
with the following:- =
"Blest be the tie that binds
ow hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
iz like to that above."

This marvelous christian fellowship of christian
minds makes us one in several ways:

I. We are one in recognition of QUR NEED FOR
FORGIVENESS., ——

i,

II. Not only are we one in this Fellowship of
Kindred Minds when we recognize our need of
forgiveness, but we are one indeed when

WE ARE ONE IN MEMORY.

I am speaking now of our memory of the
sacrifice of ocur Lord and Savior for us on the
cross, which we remember in the Lord's Supper .

At the last Passover Supper with his 12 apostles
Jesus said, "Do this in remembrance of me."

The Lord's Supper is a constant illustration of
what the sacred memory of a great sacrificial love
can accomplish in transforming lives.

A. Can vou really discern significance of the
Lord's body in the broken bread? —

B. Can vou really discern significance of the
Lord'"s blood in the fruit of the vine?

1. To partake of the cup in faith means to try
to understand the symbolism involved in this cup and
the Blood of Christ, which is the thing symbolized
in the contents of the cup.

2. The Christian believer needs to keep in



mind some basic truths about the Lord's Supper, as
we believe it.

a. The bread does not miraculously and
actually BECOME the body of Christ, when we
celebrate the Lord's Supper.

It SYMBOLIZES the broken body of Christ.

b. The grape juice does not actually
BECOME the blood of Christ, while only APPFEARING TO
BE grape juice or wine, when we celebrate the Lord's
Supper. It remains grape juice. but it SYMBOLIZES
the blood of Chirist.

This is why we prefer not to say some liturgical
formula such as "The body of Christ" and "The blood
of Christ" when the bread and cup are served.

They ARE NOT the body and blood; they nmerely
REPRESENT the body and blood of Christ.

¢. Neither is the actual substantial
PRESENCE of Christ any more manifested along WITH
the Lord"s Supper any more than his spiritual
presence is with us all the time. He is not any
MORE PRESENT or PRESENT IN ANY SPECIAL AND DIFFERENT
WAY DURING THE LORD'S SUPPER than he is present with
us in this worship service a few minutes before or
after the Lord's Supper.

d. Other Christians may believe in these
theories of Transubstantiation or Consubstantiation,
but WE DO NOT BELIEVE in these particular doctrines
of the Lord's Supper.

e. Neither is there any special
sacramental grace in the Lord's Supper which is not
otherwise available to christians.

Other christians may believe this, but WE do not.
In some other churches they call this observance a
SACRAMENT. WE DO NOT. WE CALL IT AN ORDINANCE,
which means something commanded by our Lord.

Other Christians in other churches like to have
people come forward to the altar to receive
Communion. That usually goes along with a tendency
to congider the altar as a more sacred place than
the pews, and the belief that the communion is

a sacrament. Perhaps that is why, for them, it
seems more appropriate to have people come forward
to the altar and receive the bread and the cup
directly from the hands of the minister or priest.
It is OK for other christians to believe that if
theyv want to, if they think their doctrines can be



justified by the New Testament scriptures.

but WE DO NOT VIEW THE SCRIPTURES THAT WAY.

To us the pews where the believers sit are just as
sacred territory as the place where the communion
table stands before the pulpit. If vou partake of
the elements of the Lord's Supper reverently and
prayerfully as you sit in your chairs in the
congregation, you will get just as much blessing
from the service as you can by coming forward to an
altar to receive the elements directly from the
minister who whispers some magic words to you.

Let us not be misled by sentimentality in these
things. There are sound doctrinal reasons why we do
some things in certain ways in our churches.

We must study our Bible carefully and
thoughtfully, and consistently relate practice in
our ordinances to doctrinal and theclogical meaning
and beliefs.

CONCLUSION

The call today is for the church to be the
church—as nearly as possible to conform to the
pattern outlined in the life and teaching of Christ
and of his apostles. Yet we are to be the church
speaking meaningfully to the people of our
generation in terms and concepts that they can
understand and relate to, without offending either
their intelligence or personal dignity.

And the call today is for the christian
believer to live IN this twentieth century world
without being A PART OF its evil nature, when it
comes to a way of thinking and a style of living.
In these respects we answer to no man but to our
Lord Jesus Christ. Only in this way can we be real
christians and find peace of mind and minister to
our fellow human beings on this planet.

Thus in this special FELLOWSHIP OF KINDRED
MINDS we shall find a unity that ties us together in
gracious forgiveness and in blessed memory.

And our highest reward will be to hear our Lord say
"Blessed are you. children of my Father.

You have been faithful in a few things;

now I will make you corulers and fellow heirs with
me over all things."

If this is youwr commitment and decision. then
make it public and take your stand openly for Jesus
Mrist. and come as we stand to sing.
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