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INTRODUGTI QN ¢ :Did, God.abandon. man n, £he gate of the
Garden of Eden?
e .Did God leave Adam & Eve to stumble aleng ‘“the way
through 1life withdéut any divine help ‘or fellowship?
Obviously not.
Did God“leave man'only-tO'return”at long intervals?
Not really. Although not recognized, he was'always there,
God ‘is always in the midst of human affairs guiding,
—inspiring, and unfolding thems - ‘ -
We must not banish God from our own day by arbitrarily
dividing history into ancient & divine as against
modern & secular, God is present with us today ‘just as
he waspresent to Abrnham, Moaaa, Isaiab, Samuel & Jorqmiak

in currant human history posesp us.w
: Many people think the Bible is a dead book.

Some think God used to be active in the world but

that he no lonser is. - il idawh

. Beeblvemn The book of Acts @pens with =& y

( 'that Jesus is still acting through his followers o

the world just as he did when he was alive on earth
and walking the dusty trails of Capernaum, Nazareth,
and the Mount of Olives,.
I am concerned in this mosaaga about peopla who

of our time? Is ho qpeaking to us throqu current cvonts
or contemporary people? To them I would like to say,
"Yes, God is still alive 'and active today' just as’
he has been in the past. He is still speaking;
and if we only listen, we can hear him.,"

lee
I1."God, who in many & various ways spoke - c&% to our
fathers by the prophets, in these last days has spoken
to us by his Son" - (Heb, 1:1-2) .
God was rcvealing Himself & apenking & actlng
( “thru Jesus in his life, death, res. & ascension.
\ God is not silent; he does speak;
He speaks to us; he speaks in distinct messages
in voices awfully articulate.

Let us hear that voice of the Son of God,

for . .if we hear it not, we may hear no other;
and they who hear it live. OVER* ]



Today we have many different voices speaklnf :
to us and telling us different things.

Voices from polltlcs, radio, TV, mass
communications, from every fleld of human
learning, come to us daily.

We might well ask, "Does God have somethlng
to say to us today?"

In the time of Jeremiah, his chief ‘of state
asked the same questlon,."Is there any word
from the Lord?" (Jer. 37:17) _

" Once a missionary in Brazil stirred the
curiosity of the native re31dents when he
sat reading his mail.

So far. as they could see he was Just

looking at pieces of paper.

He told them that it was his .mailj;

from these pieces of papar he got his news.
When they saw him reading his Bible

he told them he was receiving news from God;
and. he started a new spractice among them.
After that the people would approach him =
when  they saw him reading the Bible and ask:
"Ahy news today from the Great Father?" ‘

From every continent the question is
being asked, "Is there any news from the
Great Father*"'

"Is there any word from the Lord?"

In Jeremiah's time the ' people, for the most
part, had brought punishment on themselves,
for they would not llsten to the words of
the Lord.

If there is no word from the ILord for us
today, or if we will not listen to it, ;
then we're in for the Dark Ages that will |
make the Medieval Age look like a splendid
Golden Age of Utopia by comparison.

Qur generation must be reminded that there

ﬁg rd from the Lord
BorS flave "Some thing to_ sa to us today.
He who has ears to he%r, letyhlm hear. y



Martin Luther prayed fervently:
"Oh, my God, pumish us fee rather with pestilense,
with all the terrible sicknesses on earth,

Grisblommme) with ANYPHING rather than
that thou be silent to us!'
( Such silence never means that God does not speak,
but that we will not hear.
To those who will not listen, God does not speak,
Then the whole universe becomes a gulf of silence,
a void of blackness.

Thuy suffer, and there is_ no God,

AT X

They daspalr, and thore is no Gomfortcr.

God forgotten is God ignored;

God ignored is God doubted of;

God doubted of is God denied;

and God denied is sooner or later God detested,

A.(Exegesis) What truth is found in this scripture?
1.All that Jesus began to do & teach
a.The ac g (doings/works) of Jesus

26 The place of the apostles whom he had chosen
a.He worked thru MEN,.
b Ho worked especlally thru uHG%EN men,

4,Yet God worked thru certain specific,actusl,
contemporary events,
a.The event of the historical appearance of Jesus
b.The event of the death & res.

(1) ,Does no violence to loglcal reasoning
(2).We are not required to be so gullible as
to accept testimony without evidemce.

charging them to do something specific:
( (Do not depart from J'lem but wait for the
_promige of the Father)



B.EXPOSITION="(What is the MEANING of these truths?)
1.The acts and teachings of Jesus himself as found
in the four gospels were carried on and_continued
in the _apostolic period
a.,Described in the book of Acts
b.The H.S. working thru the apostles. ‘
c.There is an implication in the word "began'
that the book of Acts will be an account of the
things Jesus CONTINUED ' to do & teach after
his ascension = by his Spirit in his followers.

The subject o —Acts > game as that
of the Gospel - the words & deeds of Jesus.
The Gospel was only the beginning.
The word "began" teaches us that the work of the
church is_still the _work of the_Lord,
although he has now been taken up into heaven,

His sojourn on earth was only a BEGINNING

of a work which was destined to continue.

2.God has always worked thru MEN,

rather than thru programs or machines.

In this connectiom it is good to remember that
What did he mean by this?

- The decisive intervention in history of God 4
Himself to visit and redeem his people.(Vhf*,Fifjg;z%J

There is a double petition in the Lord's Prayer,

"Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.,"
We might assume that the second petitionm explains
and amplifies the first.

earth where God's will is as perfectly done
as it is in heaven.

4,God always spoke to the Biblical writers inm
specific ways. - < ffciz 7hrer coviend Srands,
a.Illustration of Ahaz when the king of Syria and
the king of Israel came to fight against J'lem
and Goq promised their defeat and challenged
Ahaz to ask Him for a sign. (Isa. ¥:1-16)



&.2: b |
#% "Do not pray for easy lives,
Pray to be stronger men, ]
Do not pray for tasks equal ’co your powers.
Pray for powers equal to your tasks."
- Phillips Brooks, (qhoted by Pres. Konngdy
raye cf'a o s 46359




They heard God's message thru specific hg¢storical
events,

5.Bod's action requires somo specific re-action
on-man's part.
(> (I11, of Abraham, Moses, Saul of Tarsus)

C.APPLICATION (What Does this have to do with us?)
1.The Bibleis just a BEZINNING

a.Not just & dead old book

b.The story is continued in today's nemm

T 18 Ly ch
ar = L‘*"O"; et S T TR unhm&ered."f
2.The place of God's present day apostles is
to be ready and available for God to use today/
as He sees fit,
a.We must ask, "How can we best rolatc our lives
to the work God is doing 'coday"
b.How does God use persons as channels of his
2
—we'(rk\,’j;l?wtovd\"zl s/nw?rlfg 2 F.QS«SQ. g'ug;_:n]b{ys )Eh’j{llip—s
“Svite-muet be prepared-to-discover-the -supernaturel
-element—even-today-if the book-of-Acte-
~“e-%o-be-a=continuing storys [REMXEMIKEXEY
REZXXXEEXRELLKKX
—2..The-'supreme-acquiescence'of “the human-minds
“bsMan-ie-not-suprems; nature ismot—supreme,.

4,A challenging task for Christians today is to try
to discover where & how God is working thru the
ovents of today's world.

/’ Is God trying to tell us somethlgg or do some-

thing today thru
7]

Detroit—and Newarls, @he break-thru in space

exploration, thrﬂniteéﬂa%m 8, ~the—ecumenical
~movement, & theological exploration in religion?
F/L?‘T%/,rcff ”4}
Da Obristianes must always guard against the danger of
( generalizing their obligations rather “than hearing
specifically what God is saying and rather than
doing exactly the thing God wants them to do.
a.We need the H.3. to interpret God's aftivities
for us today.
b.We must make no mistake about it;
the Xtn faith demands something of us. CI

,.6.'....



e=fevw-days-ago (Nov '74) A nother was charged with
child abuse as she sat 1in a closed van along a
southern: New: Mexico Highway without:seeking help
while death and malnutrition stalked her family.
The local sheriff said the woman was charged. '’ \
"because food was available,  There was an orchard '
across the road, .and they sat there suf ffering fronm -
malnutrition.”

How many parents sit.and do nothing while bhey
and their children are rstalked by spiritual mahnutrition

and -ialgiLitud:l Geatht—And—inr—=lmost Tx;'v't:.f.‘y case 'help
is near at hand. Other Christians are within the
next blocky churches dre not far 'away, « the gospel:
is .on the ‘radio which they own if only they would
tune Lt in-and listen, Bibles are easily available
at all bookstores, ' Yet theyjust sit there and .
suffer from spiritual malnut#ition and death, ahd
they let “thelr children be deprived of religious
sducation and training, and they grow up without God
as practical pagans and athiests, with a character
weak and stunted and sick because they did not have
the benefit of a Christizn home and influvence, ( )
It is the responsibility of all parents to
take the meat and drink of the gospel for themselves
and. tooffer it to their children and: encourage them
to get.thf nourishment and sustenance that is needed
and avalillable to then for spiritual wholeness.
Parents who neglect this ouf of callous indifference
are just as vullty as the poor woman along the New
Mexico hlvnwajl 1



Pl 1wt te lea ve. with us

CONCLUSION: The implieetiew is that God is still
( alive and speaking and acting through people and
: events of {10 _ \Just as much as in AD 30 or 4.D. 60,

God is not dead, we are dead spiritually to

perceive the llving God.,

od has not ceased his acting on the_stage of

world hlstory “with the close of the book of Acts

or of the N.T.

If only we had eyes to see, he is still carrying

out his redemptive acts today.

Lord. whe-intepvened-in-Ninersh—can-intbervene
4@»&3$dﬁﬁu The Lamb of God who was victorious
over the {tyranny of Rome can be wictorious today
over the tyranny of any new anti-christian
totalitarianismdwrd pacteial\isioe, + Seccdasieimy,

PRAYER AFTER THE SERMON:
( 0 Lord God, who didst begim thy redemptive
\ work through Jesus our Savior, and
who hast continued it through thy servants down
through the centuries,
grant that we here todav may be open channels
of communication to our own generation
as the Holy Spirit continues to act through -even w,
Laavorthy as we ares>
We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.
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