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INTRODUCTION:The spirit of the Psalms is a spirit of
devotion. to Godls word.

Matthew Henry said~ IIThere is no one book of
scripture that is more helpful' to the devotion s of
the saints than this~' '

and it has been so in all ages of the church. II

I. The spirit of the writer of this great Psalm
A.He was conscious of the fact that a godly life

was impossible ,without an understanding of,Godls"will
for that life, '
and the best way to "know Godls will-
ie to become acquainted with Godls ~ord
and think on it continually.

B.Hefell desperately in love with God
and then just as deeply in love with God18 Word
and God's will for hie life.

( C.He was ca gr.eat 'poe-ticarti-Gt.
The acrostic arrangement of the Psalm;

in 22 sections of 3 verses each;
the first letter of the first word in eacbvez-ae in
the first section begin with the first retter of' .
the Hebrew alphabet, Aleph, etc.

II. The Relation between Law and Spiri tuali ty.
A.The many words used for "'Law" might seem to indicate

a tendency toward Pharisaic legalism,
but nowhere does the Psalmist allow Law to
interfere bet\'1een him and God. -
Never is a formal observance of' external rules
substituted f'or the inward devotion of the heart.

B. The whole Psalm is animated by a profound
, inwardness and spirituality.

It shows no tend4fncy to aubstitute mechanical observ-,
( \ anc e of rules for the living ~pplica,tion of pr'Lncd.pl.er

C. Devotion must always be under the
authority of Godls Word;

otherwise we will have fanaticism. But the law of
God's V'ord guards against the excesses of fanaticiem.
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Do Psalm 119 breathes throughout
the spirit of' the most intense person.",lconviction,
of'the most intimate but deeply wzev-erent

communion with God.

III.This devotional spirit is sbarply challenged· by
the prevailing laxity of'fai1;h & morals

• of' that day.
The faithful Israelit, was challenged to be different.
A devoted Ohrd sbLan can expect to be sorely tried,

as the:Psalmiat was:·
A.He had to auf'f ar contempt (22,· .39, 42)

and even ill treatment (121, 1~4)·
for his adherence to the law.

B.The authoritieslof the community despised
and persecuted him (2.3, 161)

O.Men of position and power,
whom he designates as lithe proud" or lithewiekedl~
mocked him,
spread false & harmfql statements about him,
and endeavored to oppress & injure him
(51, 61, 69~ 78~ .84$ 851) 8'6~95,122,150,157)

)

D.His persecutors .•..rer.e not h eathen ,
but faithless Israelites
I.He describes them as fors~ing God's La~, (55)
2. - - - iiandering from p:i8 conmaridmerrt s (21)
,. - - - Forgetting His words (139)

.
E.They were selfish, self-sRtiefied men of the world,

incapable o f" appreciating true religion (70)

F.He was confronted by lRXity if not actual apostasy
(11" 158, 126)

G.Repeatedly & earnestly he·prays for fuller
knowl edge of the law and for strength to keep it,
for relief' from persecution,
for protection & preservation.
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IV.The Devotion of the Psalmist to God's i'lord.
~.His ~evotiob'~o God Himself

I.Vs 2 ttseek hi~ W'ith their- whole heart"
2.vs 7 t'1 will praise thee with an upright heart,

wh en I learn thy righteo!-ta ordinances"

BoHis devotion to God's Word
1.Vs 6 "havmg my eyes fixed on all thy comaanttmerrts"
2.Vs 11 "I have laid up thy word inmy heart,

that I might not sin against theel1

9. It I" DELIe;H'r in the way of thy teatimoni-e-s-,
va 14,16,24,55,47,77,92

"Vlhich I LOVE', VB 48,97, 1590

(
,~ .• ,<

4." I will HEDITATE on thy preoepts,
VB 15,2,,27,48,78,97,148

Notice \~HEN he MEDITATJi.'Son God's Word
a. II in the night", VB ~5
b. II at midnightll v s 62
c." all the day" vs 97
d." before dawn" vs 147
e.11 before th e watches of the night" va 148

J,Jay & night the Psalmist lived \1ith God I sword;
it became the very food of his mind.
He ~ajored in God's Word.
How he ever found time to do anything else

is YUUR question.
5."1 will FIX MY EYE3 on thy ways", va 15
6.111 "dll NOTF'OHGEl'thy word, v s 16
7.111 will OBSERVEthy word, vs 17

8."opm MY EYES that I may behold wondrous t.hings
out of thy law, v s 18;
IITEACHme thy law, VB 29, 53

9."My soul is consumed with LONGINGfor •••
v s , 20,40,151, "I cleave to thy testimonies"

( -llO.IIThy testimonies are my OOUNSELLuRSII VB 24

1l."REVIVE me according to thy word

12"Hake me to UNDERSTAND the way of thy
VB. 27, 52, 34.

II•••

/



l'o"STR~GTHE!'.r me according to thy ••• va 28.

140
110BSERVE IT WITH MY i'IHuLE HEAR.T" va ,4169

15." I TRUST in thy word" vs 42 )
!

16.1t~1y H.OPE is in thy orddnancea'' vs.4,

17."Thy Word is A LAMP Tu MYFEET,
and a LIGHT TO MY P.ATHII v s 105, 1)0.
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