
THECHURCHIN GOD

• Introduction: Paul in Thessalonica

(
I.Its Position
1." In God", v.I. In the sphere 'of' <fel'lowshl.p & uni:on

with God; grounded in the power of' God '
2."ln the Lord- JesUs Christ"
A.Here we have Paul's Chr1stology ••-- _
The rich theological content of ~ach word.
He places lithe Lord Jesus Christll in the same
category and on the same plane with "God the
Father.1I ,

It suggests, if it doea not demand', the equality
of' Jesus Ohrist with God 'the Father -(Wmse')

B.This phrase specifies the Christian charac~er of
the Ass'embly(or ehurch ) in contrast, with the civic
assembly 'Of the genti1es~ or religious assembly
of t'he Jews. ,
It is not used outside these letters.

O.When a man' is in Chris't: or in God, or in the
Spirit, he is under th~ c.entrol of a divine power
that m~~es for newness of life.

D.Both the Christian chUrch, and its members indi-
vid\la:lly, aTe deibiared by'the B~ble to be
lIin Ohrist" (see 2:14 and 4:16).
They"are in apiritual organic unaon with Christ,
as eet forth by Ohrist Himsel f in JUs parabl'e of
the vine and the branches, In. 15.

;.The Baais of this poeLtd on is GRAOE
~.The blessing re,sulting from ,this position is

descri be'd by t,he word PEACE.•

II.Its Progress, v. ;
1. V(ork of Fa! th •
A.Faith is "the beginning point
BShe church was composed largelylgc of poor people
who "in' deep povertyl' "work with 'heir hend s"

2.Labor ,o'f love, (f'atigUing toil)'
The prominence of women in its membership

;.Patience of Hope, endurance, remaining under burden.
This kind of life in the Thessalonians convinced the
missionaries of their divine ~i~~~i~.v.4. /



III.Its PowerJ v.5
1.Spiritual power manifested in the preachera themaelvs
2.The power of the gospel in behalf of the hearers.
).Their response to this gospel -
4.The assuranceJ or absolute certaintYJ

which this brings. IJ

IV.-Its Peraecut ton, v.6,
1.Much affliction;
It had sprung up amid per eecutd on, (Acts 17:6)

2.With Joyo ' .
Luther saidJ' IIIf
·why should His

I

Christ wore a cr oen of thornsJ
followers expect only a

crown of roses?"

V.lts PatternJ v.7
1.Their qonversion, v.9
'A.Tney were-mostly gentiles who voluntarily

entered upon a new al avery.
liMyglorious, VictorJ Prince DivineJ
Clasp these surrendered hands in ,Thine.
At length my will is all Thine 'owoJ \
Glad v"assal of. a Savior I s throne. ( )
My: Maste'!,J lead me to Thy door:
Pierce this new willing ear once more:
Thy bonds are freedom; let me stay
With Thee to toil~ endure, obey." H.C.C. Moule
C.The essential of' conver.sf on is tu'rning f,rom sin

, - to God.
2. Thei r te,atimony
A.They imitated Paul; others imitated thoon.
B.They had' evangel'i zed, their own country of Greece,
and were known in e,very place for their faith
and for their missionary visionJ v.8. .'

).'Dkeir expectat'ian of Christ's return, v.lO.
A.The hope of Ghrist's return was very,re~ in this

young chur ch. '
B.The Christ they were waiting for.
The Risen Son of God.
Jesus who deliversJ saves, ransoms.
Christ saved; He savas; He will save.

Over against the believer's hopeJ the. Scriptures set
the unbeliever's doom, "a certain fearful expectation
of judgment, and a fierceness o~ fire which. shall

devour the adversaries." J/Jo/~"
3,;v. -' ~" ~ •.,


